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The principal '^enus oi‘ Charai'inids lias been generally ascribed 
to Artedi, witli the name TrtnKjonoptn'us, The history is a remarka- 
ble one and worthy of detail. 

L 



In 1814 Cuvier, in his ^^Memoire snr la Comiiosition de la Maehoire 
supei ieure des Poissons/^ (*alled attention to the diversities among the 
^‘Characinsf’ and outlined the characteristics of Tvira(fouopternH in the 
Ibllowing terms: 

.le rotablis 1<* genre kHriKjonopivrv de Seba, «lont ou a mal a xjro]»os eoulbudii 
res])eee avec le sahno hiniacniatus ; il a la ineine structure de inachoires qne Ic 
berrasahnc, iiiais il j)ortc deux rangs de dents a la sui)crienre, et son ventre ifest 
point treindiant ni den tele. 

In 1817 Cuvier, in his liegne Animal,^ gave the Latin name Tctra- 
(jitnoptenis, and attributed it to Artedi.^ 

In 1818 Cuvier, in Ids memoir ‘^Sur les poissons dii sous-genre 
Myletes”-^ remarked as follows: 

Mon deuxi«'“ine sons-gcnre ^ ^ xiartaitement deerit et rexjresent<' x^^^-r 

Artedi dams ses Species, x)ng- -14, sons le noni de ( oregoniis amhoinensis, et dans le 
cabinet de Sdba, tome III, x>L xxxi\', Bg. 3, sons le iioni gendri<ine d<^ teiragonoptcrHS 
(pie je Ini conserve. Cei»endent Artedi le Ini avoit doniie x>ar errenr, croyant (pn* ce 
Xioisson x^oiivoit se rapporter anx tetragonoxUi^res de Klein, les(piels ne sont ([ne des 
clnetodons. 

Ill 1804 Giinther jittribnted the genus Triraponoptcnis to Cuvier^ 
and gave the following note : 

Klein formed tbe name Tefragonopirns for bsbcs of the Linnman genns TeirodoUy 
giving at the same time an etymological exi)lanation of tlie vord. Artedi alter- 
Avards referred a Sonth American characinoid to the Kleinian genns, })reserving the 
original and correct s])elling. Cnvier, taking Artedi's species as tlie tv])e of tlie 
genus, adoided tlie name crroiieonslv iis(m 1 hy Artedi, but, misunderstanding the 
derivation of the word, wrote Tetragouupterns. 

^ Vol. Ill, ]). IGB. 

'Les Tctrngonoptvres. {Tetragonoptevus, Artedi.) 

^Mem. Mns., IV, ]». 455. 

^“M(‘iii. Mns., ISIS, IV, ]). 1.55”. 
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22G NOMEXCLATUBE OF GENUS TETBAGONOPTEBUS-GILL. 

The name TetragoHopterus has been almost universally attributed to 
Artedi by other authors. Nevertheless, Artedi had nothing to do with 
the particular description in Seba's work;^ Artedi was drowned (in 1735)2 
many years before the ^‘missus quartus” with Klein’s name was pub- 
lished (1714); the name Tetragouopterm was due to a Iftpsus ocuU of 
Cuvier and never appeared in that form till 1815; and the name Tctnt- 
gouoptruH was imagined by Klein for compressed quadrate or rliombi- 
form fishes,'* such as Chadodonts and the like, and had nothing to do 
with ^^Tetrodon,'' whose species were referred by Klein to his grnins 
Cragravwn,^ 

11 . 

In 1758 the third volume of Seba's “ Locupletissinii rerum naturalium 
Thesauri Accurata Descrij)tio'’ was i)ublished, and on plate 34, fig. 3, 
was depicted, and on ])age 105 was <lescribe<l a tisli of the genus now 
named Tefr(igoi(Oj)frn(s. The species was called Tetragonopirus ar- 
geniens.caplte (jramU, e.vserto; appcndicnla nwmhranacea In eairemo dor.soi 
cmuUt mnltnm hifnrvny It aiipeared to the describe!* to belong to the 
genus Tctragonojitnis of Klein (^^Ad genus Teiragonoptmm Kleini- 
ianuin pertinere videtur ]hsciculus admoduni coucinnus, quein exem- 
plum ]Musei Sebani curate delineatum, ae dein ex icone descriptnm 
exhibemus '’)• An extendcnl description follows. The description is 
that of one unlamiliar with tishes, and as mudi unlike the mauner of 
Artedi as is the reference of the species to a genus composed mainly 
of Clnetodoiitids and related fishes,'’’ iKeferenccs to Artedi are given 
in a preceding paragraph® and in other pages, but the paragraphs 
were evidently from a later hand and less informed mind; nevertheless 
it is quite probable that Artedi actually had examined a s^^ecimen of 
the same species and described it. 

J T am, of course, ac(piaintcil with the statement of Cuvier and Valeueieiiiies (1, 109) : 
“le texte a\ ait 6t6 !)rdi)ar(5 des 1?:U et 1795 luir Artedi, ijuoiquil u’ait x>u etre livre 
au public qii’en 1758, anx frais et ]>ar soius de Giiabiiis.” The statement is only 
partly true. 

2“ Die vigesima septima Septembris 1795, voeatur ex hospitio suo, et eniii Seba 
cceuaui snmeret, eoufabnlautnr amici plures in serain iioctem, tandem hetus & eou- 
tentus valedieit, doinnm tendeus ]>er tenibrieosas miniis<iiii ipsi cognitas jdateas 
Ainstela'dameiises, dnm inbdici passu fossam intrat, decidit, (damat, fnistra opem 
petit, submergitiis, perit.*’ (Linumns in “ Vita Anthoris ” prefixed to Artedi) Ichthy- 
ologia, 1738. 

'•^TerpayijvoTrTpoC, L e., qiiadratns aspeetn. 

•‘Dr. Giinther’s substitution of Tetrodou for Chatodou was the result of following 
\'aleucienues. The French naturalist (Vo]. XXII, }>. 12(>), referring to Cuvier’s use 
of the Tetragouopterus, added, II a anssi en soinde remarquer, dnus ce lut^moire, 
Artedi lui avaitdouii6 par errenr la denomination de Tetragonopteres de Klein, (pii 
ue sont autres qne les T^trodons de Liuiie.’’ Teirodon was doubtless a hetero])heme 
for Chivtodon. 

'' Tetragon Optra 8 also included Pomacentrids, vomerine Caraugids, etc. 

‘^Pisciculns elegaus ad Balistas Artedi, ant ad Capriscos Kleiuii, pertinere videtur. 
Seba’s Locupletissimi rerum naturalium Thesauri Accurata Descriptio” (p. 106). 
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III. 

Ill 1735 (pnblislie<l in 1738) Artedi prepared a description of a lish 
evidently closely related and appannitly conspecillc with the lisli 
ured ill Scba's ^‘Thesaurus'’ and called it Corcffouus amhoinensis. The 
only indication of locality was einbodied in the sentence ^H'omjouoiilrs 
vcJ Alhula ad A)nholna)n Indhv OvleniaJisA Of course, tin* alh‘p*d 
habitat is incorrect. Xo infonnatioii as to the niusenni in which he 
saw the S])eciinen was i^iveii. Tlie tisli could not have b(‘eii the same 
as Seba’s, for Artedi’s individual was 3 inches long and 1 iiicli ami 5 
lines high, while Seba’s was 3 inches and (» lines long* and 1 inch and 
1) lines high. Valenciennes asserted that the type was in tlu‘ old 
31nsenni of the Stadholder, and clainied to have seen it.^ lie has not 
indicated, however, how he ascertained that such was the case. Dr. 
(i iinther'^ has expressed tlie ojiinion that “ it is ipiite evident that it 
\1\ artedih Valencienm‘s] is not the species examined byArtedi and 
lignred by Seba, wliich agrees in evmy respect with T, chalveusA 

IV. 

Tlie early history of the genus is recapitulated in tin* following 
synonymy: 

Genus T ETR AGONO PT E R U S, Cuvier. 

Coveyonns, s])., Airi EDi. 

TeiviKjoiwpinis, sp., Skua. 

Tetvagonnpiere, rcviEn, iNlein. ]Mns. Hist. Nat., I, p. 114, 1S15. 

Les ti'trayonopiires {Teiragouoptenis), (U*vier, Kogiie Animal, II, ]>. ma, ISIT. 

Tetragonoptenis, Cy\aEin Mem, Mas. Hist. Nat., R’, p. 155, 181S. 

yince the preceding article was presented for publication, an import- 
ant analytical synop)sis of the genus Tetragonopterns has been pub- 
lished by Prof. Albert B. Ulrey. Professor Ulrey (piite correctly reters 
the generic name to Cuvier, and in the synonymy of the genus omits 
all reference to ^eba’s and Artedi's works. In his synonymy of 1\ 
argentnus (p, 277), howevei*, he refers to it — Tetragonopteras argeateus^ 
etc., xVrtedi, in Seba, [etc.] — and identities the Coregonus (misprinted 
JhiregoHiis) auibointAfsls of Artedi with the same. 

It is to be hoped that hereafter all association of Artedi with the 
name Tetragonopterm or with the Tetragonoptras of Seba’s work, will 
be abandoned. Artedi had nothing to do with either of those names. 

The analytical synopsis of Professor Plrey will ])rove a valuable 
adjunct to students of the genus Tctragouojjtenn^ but it must b<‘ msed 
with eaution, for it api>ears to have been based to a large extenl on 
ilescriptions and tigures. dust one hundred S]»ecies of Tetragonopferus 
m e admitted by Professor Plrey, but only eighty-six have been suiiic- 
iently described for admission in the synoptical tables. 

^Conmie J’ai sons les yenx. dans les colleetions dn jMns<nini, mi des Tetragonop- 
teres dll cabinet dii Statlioiider, (pii a servi aux travaiix d'Artedi, je siiis si iiieinc de 
recoiinaitre la ligure jien correcte (pic nous tronvoiis dans Sc^ba (XXVI, 128). 

- Cat. Fish. Frit. .Mus., I\". p. 3ia. 



